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Autumn Term (1)
Elements of Music/Graphic 
Score

Autumn Term (2)
Instruments of the Orchestra

Spring Term  (1)
Theme and 
Variation/Rondo Form

Spring Term (2) Summer Term (1) Summer Term (2)

Autumn Term (1)Autumn Term (2)Spring Term (1)

Spring Term (2) Summer Term (1) Summer Term (2)

Autumn Term (1)
Autumn Term (2)Spring Term (1)

Spring Term (2) Summer Term (1) Summer Term (2)

Autumn Term (1)
Music Theory

Autumn Term (2)
Developing analysis skills
Area of Study 1 - Set works 1 and 2
Wider Listening

Spring Term (1)
Vocal Music Area of Study 2 – Set 
works 3 and 4
Wider Listening

Spring Term  (2)
Free Compositions inspirations and task 
setting
Area of Study 3 – Music for Stage and Screen
Wider Listening

Summer Term (1)
Area of Study 4 – Fusion
Wider Listening

Summer Term (2)
End of year examination 
Review of Musical Theory
Wider Listening
Free Composition completed
Performances – solo and ensemble

Autumn Term (1)
Revision of Year One – Areas of 
Study 
Area of Study 1 and 2

Autumn Term (2)
Area of Study 1 and 2 –Wider Listening
Focus on essay writing for Section B of 
examination paper
Discussion of Composition Briefs 

Spring Term (1)
Composing to a Brief
Preparation for performance
Examination technique and practice

Spring Term (2)
Revision of all set works and consolation 
of wider listening
Complete composition to a brief
Record performances

Summer Term (1)
Written examination

• Elements of 
Music

• Graphic Score
• Practical 

Assessments
• Written 

assessment

• Instruments of the 
Orchestra

• Listening and 
Appraising 

• Practical 
assessment

• Descriptive Music
• Listening and 

Appraising
• Written 

assessments

• Notation
• Treble and Bass clef
• Rhythm and pitch

• Keyboard skills
• Composition skills

• Music of China
• Lotus Blossom 
• Practical assessment

• Caribbean Music
• Practical assessments
• Listening and appraising 
• Written assessments

• Music of Africa
• Listening Tasks
• Practical activities
• Written assessments 

• Reggae Music
• Listening Tasks
• Practical assessments
• Written assessments

• Indian Music
• Listening tasks
• Practical assessments

• The Blues
• Listening and appraising
• Written assessments

Gamelan Music
Listening Tasks

• Medieval Music
• Listening and Appraising
• Keyboard skills 

• Minimalism and 
Experimental music

• Pop Music
• Practical assessments

• Funk and Disco
• Listening and appraising

• Musicals
• Listening and appraising
• Musical Performances

Sibelius 

Introduction to Music GCSE
Course Specification and 
content
Advanced Musical Theory
Key signatures, modulation, 
degrees of the scale and 
more
Written assessment
Performance

Set work 1 – Bach 
Set work 2 – Beethoven
Listening and appraising
Musical dictation
Examination questions
Wider listening
Performance

Set work 3 – Purcell
Set work 4 – Queen
Wider Listening
Musical Dictation
Composition techniques
Performance

Set work 4 – Wicked
Set work 5 – Star Wars
Free composition planning 
and task setting
Further compositional 
techniques and planning
Musical dictation
Performance

Set work 5- Afro Celt Sound 
System
Set Work 6 – Esperanza
Examination technique
Musical dictation
Free composition
Performance 

Musical theory recap and 
assessment
Free composition to be 
completed and submitted
Performances – solo and 
ensemble collated for the 
year
Re-cap of all 6 set works

Revision and recap of Year 
one
Areas of Study 1 and 2 –
examination questions and 
essays
Performance practice and 
prep
Check free compositions and 
written briefs

Begin work on Brief 
composition – released by 
Edexcel
Preparation for Performance
Examination technique
Practice Papers
Musical Dictation

Areas of Study 2 and 3
Wider listening
Examination questions and 
essays
Musical dictation
Performance
Look at exemplar material for 
Brief based composition

Refine and complete Brief 
composition
Performances to be 
recorded
Performances and 
compositions to be sent to 
moderator 5th May
Revision of all set works

Sit Appraising paper
Course completed
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